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Why japan attacked Pearl Harbor
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Pearl harbor is located in the US near its naval base in Honolulu, Hawaii. This is the harbor where Japan made a devastating attack that caught the Us by surprise on December 7, 1941. Hundreds of Japanese planes descended on the harbor, where they attacked it and destroyed almost 20 US naval vessels and battleships. Many Americans died during the attack; nearly 2400 and others were wounded. 
The reason for the Japanese attack on the harbor included Economic and demographic reasons. The Americans were worried about the Japans increase in belligerent feelings towards China. This made the Japanese authority to look for a solution to its demographic factors and economic reasons to be sought by expanding its territories to that of their neighbors. They also wanted to take over its import market, and this was possible by attacking Pearl Harbor. 
 Sanctions imposed by the American government: The Japanese were not happy with the penalties the US imposed on them (Wallin 2012). The sanctions imposed on the Japanese included trade embargoes and economic sanctions. The Americans thought that with the inability to access goods and money and essential commodities and supplies like oil, it would stop Japan. Still, it made the Japanese more determined for war hence leading to the attack. 
	Pearl Harbor was not more protected like other states in the US (it was an easy target). The Japanese attack on pearl harbor was a calculated tactic by the Japanese as they were sure of a win. The pearl harbor is located at the center of the Pacific Ocean, which was almost 200 miles from the mainland and like 4000 miles from Japan. The Americans were anticipating a war from Japan but not from a distinct island of Pearl. This intelligence knowledge by the
Japanese led to the harbor attack, hence being able to control their market for imports and get access to new economic opportunities like oil and access to money.
	Expansion of territories: The Japanese island nation was more isolated to the rest of the world and led the Japanese government to look for boundaries to expand. This led to an era of aggressive expansion, which was witnessed in the 20th century. These wars included the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 and later the Pearl Harbor war. 
	Operation torch refers to the Anglo American invasion or attack of  French in Morocco and Algeria (Walker, 2010). This was during the North Africa campaigns of WW II. It began on November 8, 1942, and ended on November 16, 1942.
	 Chester W. Nimitz was a commander in the US at the Pacific Fleet during World War II (Potter & Nimitz 2015). He was one of the known navy foremost commanders, administrators, and strategists responsible for commanding both the sea and land in central of the Pacific area. 
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